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Ps 89:14-15—“Righteousness and Justice are the foundation of Your 

throne; lovingkindness and truth go before You. How blessed are the people 

who know the joyful sound!” 

Ps 97:1-2—“The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be 

glad. Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice 

are the foundation of His throne. Fire goes before Him and burns up His 

adversaries…” 

 

Sermon in 90 Seconds 

In Deuteronomy 19 God is articulating the kind of society they should be as 

the people of God—a community where the justice of God is lived out and 

brought to bear in their lives in two ways:  1) one the one hand, protecting 

innocence on the one hand, and 2) on the other, punishing the guilty 

(literally purging the evil from their community), to honor the sanctity of 

human life which was created in the image of God. 

Justice�protecting innocence; punishing and purging evil�honoring the sanctity of 

human life�created God’s image. 

Let me remind you that the sanctity of life addresses more than murder or 

abortion. It also addresses taking advantage of the poor and the vulnerable; 

or even cursing those created in God’s image (James 3).  

God’s worth is so glorious and valuable, that wherever His image is found, it 

is to be treated with respect; and the failure to honor the image of God in 

others bears significant consequences. Crimes or injury against another 

person are an offense to God Himself.  

Now let me take you to Deuteronomy 19…  

The covenant community of God’s people are responsible to reflect God’s 

justice.  

Deut 19 reveals two aspects of reflecting God’s justice: 

1. Protecting the Innocent reflects God’s justice (Dt 19:1-10). 

In vs. 1-3 the Lord says that when they enter into the Promised land 

they are to divide the land into 3 regions with a road system that 

provides access to three designated cites of refuge.   

The purpose of these cities was to provide a place of refuge for 

someone who accidently caused the death of another person. [vs. 

4]. So there was no malice or vengeance associated with this death. 

There was no suspect motive or outburst of anger. It was just an 

accident like the example given in vs 5: Two guys are out cutting 

wood and when one of them swings his axe, the iron head comes 

off the handle and strikes his friend, killing him.  

So if the death was accidental, why would one need to flee to a city 

of refuge? It was not uncommon in those days for a close relative of 

the deceased to think of himself as responsible to avenge the death 

of his family member. But God’s justice for His people would protect 

an innocent man from vengeance.  

So the covenant community was to take action and protect the 

lifeblood of an innocent man by means of these cities of refuge. The 

reason is given in [vs. 10]. The cities of refuge were a protective 

measure to safeguard an innocent man from dying at the hands of 

an avenger which would cause guilt to fall upon the whole 

community.  

Notice that at the end of vs. 10 this is not just a matter of individual 

accountability. The whole community is accountable for justice that 

will protect the innocent.  

2. Punishing the guilty reflects God’s justice (purging evil from the 

community; Dt 19:11-13) 

[vs. 11-13] 



The cities of refuge were not to be a place of refuge for someone 

who intentionally took the life of another person. Notice again the 

corporate responsibility here to deal with man of bloodshed. The 

elders of his city were to remove him from the city of refuge and 

deliver him over to execution. The reason is given in [vs. 13].  

The reason for the death penalty was clearly stated back in Genesis 

9:6: “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, 

for in the image of God He made man.” So when Dt 19 speaks of 

“bloodguiltiness” and “purging the blood of the innocent” it is 

referring to the sanctity of human life which was created in the 

image of God. Because mankind is made in the image of God, the 

only penalty severe enough for unlawfully, intentionally taking the 

life of another is death.  

Most of us at this moment are not feeling the sting of this passage because 

we excuse ourselves saying, ‘I have never killed another person.’ Yet, Jesus 

would not allow us to separate the letter of the law from the spirit of the 

law. Jesus would not allow us to excuse our behavior without examining our 

hearts.  

[Matthew 5:21-24]  

In other words, God judges us on the basis of our hearts. There are 

no loopholes in God’s law. If we murder someone in our hearts with 

our thoughts and words, we are guilty before God for violating His 

image. Even if the other person has sinned greatly, it is a personal 

offense before God to disregard His image in another person. The 

person you are angry with does not bear your image, but God’s. He 

will settle accounts.  

Romans 12:19—“Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for 

the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the 

Lord. 

 

This includes how we treat each other in our homes; how we speak to each 

other in marital and sibling conflicts. Your spouse, your child, is made in the 

image of God. It’s not just between you and them but foremost between you 

and God.  

 

Speaking of the tongue, James says…[James 3:9-12].  

 
Deut 19 is about justice based on the sanctity of human life. If we have a “stop abortion” 

bumper sticker on our car but we disrespect the other drivers on the road, we do not 

understand how sanctified the image of God in human life is.  

 

There’s a broader concern in Deut 19 than just the matter of accidental or 

wrongful death. God’s people were to reflect and honor His justice by 

preserving the rights of others. That’s why we have [vs. 14]. 

 

A boundary marker was a stone engraved to identify the boundary of 

someone’s land and who owned it. To move a boundary marker was 

equivalent to stealing land, and stealing land was to violate someone’s 

livelihood by taking advantage of them. But God’s people were to guard 

against such things.  

 

You know as well as I do that establishing justice is rarely easy. People lie 

and sometimes they will even attempt to use the law to take advantage of 

another person. And so Deut 19 ends by addressing the issue of false 

witnesses.  

 

[vs. 15-21] 

 

 Summary Points (vs. 15-21): 

 

a. Facts shall be confirmed by 2-3 witnesses (vs. 15).  

 

b. Leaders are responsible to investigate disputes thoroughly before the 

Lord; especially in the case of a single malicious witness (vs. 16-18).  

 

c. False witnesses were to receive the same punishment that they 

sought to inflict upon the one wrongly accused. This served both as a 

means of purging evil from the community as well as a deterrent and 

warning to others for bearing false witness (vs. 18-19).  

 

d. Punishments were to be appropriate for the crime [vs. 21]. 

 

Vs. 21 has received a lot of criticism from those who want to accuse 

the OT of cruel and unusual punishment. But vs. 21 is actually a 



means of preserving justice by guarding against making a judgment 

too harsh or too lenient.  

 

For example, if a man in a rage of anger strikes someone and takes 

out his eye, he shouldn’t receive the death penalty (which would be 

too harsh); nor should he shouldn’t loose a tooth (which would be 

too lenient); he should loose his eye. The penalty should be 

proportionate to the crime he has committed.  

 

But what about Jesus in [Matthew 5:38-48]? 

Jesus is not throwing out civil law here or minimizing justice. Romans 13 is 

clear that civil, governing authority has been established by God to reward 

good and punish evil. We should insist that the courts uphold the rights of 

citizens and the vulnerable in society against predators.  

 

Yet in our personal relationships, instead of retaliating when our rights are 

violated, believers can actually serve, forgive, and even bless their enemies. 

Christians have more than just the law. We have the opportunity to 

demonstrate through our lives the power and grace of the gospel. When 

others sin against us, we have the opportunity to treat them in the same way 

God has treated us while we were still in our sin. I would encourage you to 

ask yourself two questions in any conflict: 

� How can I please and honor God in this situation? 

� How can I imitate Christ and portray the gospel?  

 

We are quick to assign judgment but we are slow to imitate the gospel. In 

matters of personal conflict, we would be wise and God would be honored if 

we would set before our opponents not merely the judgment of the law, but 

the hope of the gospel.   

� I can be patient, just has God has been patient with me. 

� I can extend grace and mercy, just has God has extended grace to 

me.  

� I can forgive just as God has forgiven me.  

� I can serve and bless, just as God has done for me when I least 

deserved it.  

� I can yield my rights, just as Christ did on my behalf.  

 

 Let me conclude by giving you just one example of how the gospel should 

color the way we approach one matter of justice. Remember that upholding 

justice is not just about punishing the guilty but also about protecting the 

innocent or the vulnerable. As we have already seen in Deuteronomy, we are 

called to uphold justice by caring for the poor, demonstrating the generosity 

of God’s grace shown to us when we spiritually impoverished. How might 

the gospel influence the way we serve the poor? I leave you with this final 

challenge from Milton Vincent’s full length version of the “A Gospel 

Primer.”  

[A Gospel Primer; A Heart for the Poor; pg. 38-39] 

 

Prayer: 

Micah 6:8—And what do you require of us Lord, but to do justice, to 

love kindness (to love mercy), and to walk humbly with our God.  

Gospel—How grateful we are that You are a God of justice. That 

you are a God who will not overlook sin or wink at evil. And yet we 

ourselves have sinned against you. Jesus, we can’t thank you enough 

for taking upon Yourself the just judgment of our sin. You took our 

death penalty so that God could uphold His justice and yet extend 

mercy to sinners. Oh, empower us to extend such grace to others.  

Give us the resolve to stand for justice and the humility to immitate 

the cross.  


